11 AM 


Senator Dave Durenberircr 
U.S* Senate 

Washin^on, D.C. 20510 
Dear Senator, 

wiyone, more any politician, who says publicly that I did what I thought was 
right but I was wrong is courageous, honest and principled and I think no higher 
compliment is possible in today's politican cliraate. I write to convey my respect 
for and appreciation of your last week's statement in Friday's Post* 

I am confident that in the coming months you \d.ll continue to learn and that 
from this le^Iming will come closer to what from my own experiences I suggested is 
our best Eatin American policy* leave them entirely alone and be a good neighbor. 
(Nothing new about this. It was (Jporge V/ashington' s recoirimendation. ) 

However any of those countries may turn in the short range, whatever the form 
of its society at any time, in the long run their greatest need is for friendship 
• With th*3 United States* Absent our intervention , this is inevitable, if only 
because it is in their intei*est* 

*^n the other hand, as I believe I've said, if we interfere we drive them to 
an opposite extreme because we leave them no real alternative* 

, Your statement that political problems cannot be solved by covert activity 
is approxii lately that of the late President iujnned/ wiio, one of his generals told 
me, called a number of generals in to tell them tiiat political problems cannot be 
solved by military means* 

I do hope that as proposals for covert activity reach you you will ask about 
each is tlds really necessary, is this really the best approach to the problem, 
is tl’iia going to do us more harm if it succeeds than if it fails? ilistory shows, I 
believe', that covert activity is the liasty option of the overly-dedicated and of 
ideologues who are often domiiiated by fear and hatred, those who Ciiiuiot conceive 
of other means and policies. 

I hoi>e your constituents understand and appreciate the honesty, integrity, 
wisdom and courage in the posituon you have talien and respect you for it, as 
I do* 
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